Science institute
rises from dream
to 2story reality

To be sure, a lot of bartering, arm-
twisting and plain, old-fashioned puh—
tics surrounded the $6 million niira-
cle near the corner of 51st and Mar-
ket streets.

Yes, a lot of politics went into |:he

reconstruction project that has pro-
duced the new 15,000-square-foot
‘home of the south side’s landmark Elementary Insti-
tute of Science — EIS toall.

‘The grand undertaking was carried out over a de-
cade. It actually needed, and got, support from count-
less sources, including the city of San Diego and
oﬂ:ersﬂm)ughout the community.

Heck, there was a lot of loud talking going on
about its possible pros and cons. It was called every-
thing fmmad.evelopmzntboundog,g]e t0'a communi-
ty’s saving.

Butaleveﬂleadedwomanhloe Doris Anderson will
tell you none of the counterproductive stuff even mat-
ters anymore. And when she does, it's with thanks to
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Support
for institute
widespread

all the project supporters, espe-
cially the prime moving Jacobs
Family Foundation.

Today, the dream is reality.

EIS, the remarkable nonprof-
it enrichment program that,
over four decades, has guided
thousands of youngsters into
the field of science and technol-
ogy and into fulfilling work they
might never have considered,
is in new digs.

The airy, two-story, high-
tech center, complete with
state-of-the-art computers, pho-
to lab and library, is supported
solely on donations and grants.

And the challenge now is for
the after-school and summer-
time program for 7- to 13-year-
elds to be even better than it's
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been

That’s Doris’ domain. She’s
been the Elementary Institute’s
executive director for the past
16 years.

She saw the building project
through, from beginning to
end.

And she says she never
doubted that the work would
get done, even though she'd
have to, at times, reassure
some anxious young charges
with explanations about unex-
pected delays.

“We've gone from 2,000
square feet to 15,000,” Doris
says, “and it used to cost
$125,000 a year o run thi
now it's $500,000 — my utility
bill in the old place used to be
$80 a month, now it's $3,000.

“But we have more kids. I's
no time to fall back and take a
breath. We have to keep things
going, moving up and working
well” for the students.

Already, since EIS moved in-
to the new building last August,
the executive director adds, en-
rollment has increased from

Things are looking up for Doris Anderson and her charges at the
Elementary Institute of Science, now that they've moved into
their new building. Jerry Rife { Union-Tribune

300 to more than 400. More
children are expected to enroll
in the coming summer months.
‘Though Doris clearly won't
slow down in face of the chal-
lenges, she'll always take time

toreflect.

And on this late January day,
she thinks back to times when
no one but eternal optimists
and dreamers such as she
could envision the project ever

being completed.

Some of the staunchest
doubters were among the
many kids in the program, who
worked on class projects to
raisc funds and help design cer-
tain parts of the building.

“The hardest thing was tell-
ing the kids, when there were
delays, that the project wouldn't
be ready when we'd say it
would be,” Doris says. “There
were some, who thought they'd
bein the building in their last
year in the program and it
didn’t happen.

“That was difficult.”

But Doris tells you what kept
her optimism high, even de-
spite those limes when young
hearts had to be disappointed,
was the knowledge that no mat-
ter what, there was always so
lmn:hwilk-sprcad support out

"Il Wd.‘» difficult going to peo-
ple and organizations, asking
for money, both for the build-
ing project and for the (educa-.
tional) program,” she says.
“But people really understood

ana they gave— they love the
program.

Doris knows the EIS reputa-
tion has a whale lot to do with
that.

Almost from the day it was
opened in that 2,000-square-
foot residence in April 1964 by
founder Tom Watts, EIS has
been a boon to youngsters and
their families.

‘This is a part of town where
youngsters don't always moti-
vate toward science and now
hundreds more every year get
jazzed on careers in the field,
thanks to this enrichment pro-
gram.

“This building is awesome —
it's truly a state-of-the-art sci-
ence and technology learning
center,” Doris declares, while
seated in her new office. “But
this program is part of the com-
munity — this is where we are
most loved. We have to keep it
going, getting better and bet-
ter.

“How could you not do your

partin that?”



