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Even children
helped raise
the $6 million

Bast still, there wasn't encugh
apace for everyone,

A waiting st of hundreds of
children grew, and so did a
dream:; o build a grand facility
wilh laboratories and libraries,
astronomy rooms and dark-
rooms, Students, teachers,
board members all started a

gragzeroots, fund-raising cam.
padgn, radsing 56 milion.

From these humble begin-
nings, a 15.000=quare-foot facik
ity, a comucopia of buildings in
lavender and lime green, adobe
pink and sky blee, is about to
Dpe,

It sits on the comer of Euclid
and Market streets, like 2 bea-
con of creativity, says executive
director Doris Anderson, just
waiting to be Llled with cager
voung scientists when it opens
carly next year.

Simzated in southeastern San
Diego's culteral hub, it ks, she
gaid, an impressive additon to
the nearby Malcolm X Libeary
and the Tubman-Chavez Cul
{ural Center.

“It's s0 much more of a cre-
alive enviropment, so unigque
and fun,” Anderson said of the
new science bulkding, "I we
surmound the children with
bieputiful colors, create a beauti-
ful new space to work, they will
be more stbmulated, more cre
ative, and they won't want to
leave”

Anderson tours the new facilk-
ity, pointing out where glant tile
installaticig -u-[ ::i'.-'-u:' ]:.rq: :|.|:|:|.
bumblebees will be. She ad
mires the swoeeping spiral stair
cases and robundas, the spol
where the 300-gallon aquarium
will go. even the bathrooms
and waler [ountalns, ablaze
with color and light.

Therell be nine classrooms,
chding a technology sulte, a
photography studio and dark-
room, and an astronomy lab
with constellations painted on
the ceiling,

There will be a lecture the
ater with 100 seats, an outdoor
play area, a library, laboratories
for geology and  natural
ECIENOCE.
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Young scientists’ dream
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building such a facility, but al-
ways fgured the organization
wias oo small They operate on
& budget of beas than 5500000 a
year,

Ideas take form

But at a meeking with the
Jacobs Family Foundation,
which runs an organization in
the community called the Ja-
cobs Center for Mon-Prafit In-
novatioan, those prand ideas be
gan to take form.

"They asked us, what is it
vou really want to do?” Ander
son said. *T told them, You
dont really vant to know. T
SCAre YouL

But, instead, it inspired
them. And in 1997, the Jacobs
Tamily gave the lead gift of 51
million.

The institute raised 55 milk-
lion, in increments ranging
from giftz of 52 to 51 milkon.
Even the children helped.
hMembers of the Enstituie’s
youth group wrole proposals to
companbes and organizations,
inwviting potential danors in for
tours and to talk to them about
the project, raising SX20,000.
Even when adults held discus
sions with potential donors, sh-
dents were on hand otk
about the impact EIS has in
their lives.

The ity of San Diego buill
the giant retaining wall around
the new building, worth aboan
STS0,000,

The institute teaches after
school programs in biology,
natural sciences, compuler
sciences and engineering.

All of the teachers are either
junicrs and senlors at local uni-
versities or are worklng toward
graduate degrees,

"They come with such high
energy, enthusiasm, excite-
ment,” Anderson said. *When
YO USe university students, it's
almast like the child is getting
the same teaching as they are

They are getting up-to-date,

right on the edge information.”

Teachers Bke Abe Camacho.
a graduate of Calkibmia Poly-
technic State Unbversity who |
heading to San Diego State for
a master's degree in electrical
engineering. On a recent after
noon, he had six cager young-
sters peering into the heart of a
comjuter
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“When [ was a kid, [ always
Lked science, but , ., every year
wie did the same thingz,” Cama-
che sad. "Here, | can teach
things the kids want to know,
suff that I always wanted to
know when 1 was a kid™

5o the kids dissect stuff, and
they watch stuff flzz and badl
They learn the difference bes
tween a real diamond and o
fake ane, between a herbivore
anvd & curmivore, how to navi-
gte from the stars,

“It’s fun to learn here,™ says
Boah Willlama, 7. "We get (o
learn about what's inside a
computer, how it remembers
stuff, wiiy 1t has a braln. And we
learn about nature owtside and
about endangered animals.
And we get more attention here
than at school®

blore attenlion because the
clazses are kept small, and all
students get to do experiments
thepmeelvies,

Because, says Anderson, sci-
ence 15 more fun if you can
reach out and touch B, H you
can sec it and feel it and under
stand it

“At school, we read the
books,” says Ashley Stevens, a
1wearold with plans to be a
biologist and study animals.
“Here, we get 1o do hands-on.”

The entire philosophy of EIS
b hanilseon scienoe. 5o even
when the program moves o its
new building, clasees will 2l
b Brabted to 10 childran,

“Wie are never going o lose
that quality,” Andersan il =1
klels dan't pet to put their hands
o, it's ol worth -:!l:li:l;..: .

For Elena Rudd, who got hes
Bachelor's degree in bickegy
and ecologny at UCSD, teaching
al the institute is definftuly
worihwhile.

Sharing science

“I'm so in love with scicnee,”
she said “1 just ke to by able
0 share it with them and exeite
them abawat it

A thiz age mage 15 porfect.
when chitldren's cunash and
bowe of nature are at their pscalk.
Fudd said.

“These guvz are so enthasi-
astic about whal ey e il
ing.” she sald, "It's a gosed Ui
to catch them;: so theyd il be
come Enle scienaiscs.”
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inventar and making cars that
min withoul gasoline and that
don't make smog so we wan'
goet sick

Others, ke Syear-old Stefon
Hamiz, talk about more simple
things. giving cxhaustive lisis
of what he likes about EIS,

"We do o lol of experinsenis
and have fun and wou doa't el
trased here and they makee vou
fee] happy and I have a lot of
friends here and you can be
lisve in voursell here,” Stefon
said. "And you leam not to taste
sheff ez you might get sick”

Classes cost 520 a month
and meet for four hours a weel.
A shding scale is offered for
families with more than one
child or for thoze with financial
constraints, Anderson said the
children come from B0 elemen
tary schools around the county,
but the majorin sl come from
the neighborhood.

“We are reaching wide and
f-:'ll'. bt we arc |:'i,|?_|||! 'w]u_-n: Wi
need to be” Ander=on sadd
“We will stay in this community
because we know IU's under-
served.”

The mew Elementary nsiliste of Sclencs (sbovel, a 56 milllon facliify bullt entirely with private maney, will spes fa 2003, Below, Fernands Valder worked on the

drymall for the 15.000- square-let Batitute af Euclid and Market streets.
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